T H AN K Y OU FROM PERU - 2 0 1 5
A huge thank you to all of you for your support for our 3rd trip to Peru!
God always does such amazing things through us and in us, every year! It
would be impossible without ALL of you...your prayers, financial support
and emails during our trip kept us encouraged and were such a blessing!
This trip was truly a greater faith walk than in previous years...I think God
has been "easing" me into this international ministry. It was a challenge
the first year (2103), but all things came together in the last 6 weeks and it
was such an amazing experience, we all wanted more! Year two was a bit
scarier, finances came in only 5 days before we left and the process of
preparation was more difficult...but God was faithful and there was 3
times the harvest of souls than the first year.
I guess this year, although I thought I had made great strides in my faith walk, God decided I really needed to trust
Him. It seems there was no support in any of the areas we had always been supported...no local missionaries here to
lead us spiritually (they had moved to CA), no older, experienced and spiritually mature dancers who were
committed to go, only one adult volunteer to help me take students out of the country (and no men), no teachers,
notime to prepare for our dances, no money, and not really much support or enthusiasm from those who had always
supported us. It seemed like maybe it was time to take a break....which was fine with me, I originally had no
intention of continuing to go overseas every year. I rationalized that God would provide IF we were to go...if He
didn't, we just weren't "called" to do it this year. So, I waited...and waited...November....then January (we did have
an "interested in Peru trip" meeting) ...Feb ...March...by this point I just needed to make a decision or it would be
impossible to get it all together.
Somehow, I just couldn't make myself decide to NOT do it, I didn't know why, but God wouldn't let me just lay it
down. I had PLENTY to do without adding this trip! The transition this summer of Miss Janice retiring and me
taking over the dance studio could take up the entire summer and more.... perhaps maybe God had things here for
me to do! April...May, still only a few younger girls interested, one mom...no teachers, no leaders, no letters have
gone out, no fundraisers planned...definitely no money...”WHAT AM I DOING, LORD?”
I tried to say no...I really did..had made up my mind this wasn't God's will for this year...but EVERY time I sought
God, His Word kept telling me to "wait on the Lord" and "persevere"...every scripture, every song, everything I
read...It became clear I was supposed to wait and He would provide.
"OK, fine, Lord..how long do we wait...’cause nothing is happening now...maybe “wait” til NEXT year?"
Meanwhile, deadlines are looming...Rino in Peru needs to know IF we are
coming because he has to set up 20- something performances, lodging,
transportation, etc. Plane ticket prices are sky-rocketing at this point...and I
need to know who is going to be here to teach the summer classes at the
studio; students are deciding to go, then dropping out and then deciding to
go(never had more than 5 committed at the same time). More desperate
prayers...and I still hear "wait on the Lord"...
By mid- May I had to make a decision...I have NO IDEA why I decided to
say we would keep moving forward AS IF we were going...I just knew I had to keep waiting until God provided or
slammed the doors shut! I'm pretty sure, as much as he tried to be supportive, my husband thought I was losing my
mind (as did some of you who knew the situation as well). But somehow, in that decision, there was Peace...
AND then.....nothing else.

"Ok, I said yes, I have peace about it, WHEN will something start happening God?"
By this point, it is June and recital time…we are supposed to leave for Peru in 3 weeks and we have NOTHING!
I sent out letters anyway....told the missions committee we were going ...and kept WAITING.
And then, at the last minute, God started to move….
First, God changed Mark's heart and he decided to come (we really needed a guy with all of us girls!). On June 8
(recital night) one teacher decided to take a huge step of faith and commit to go; on June 9 our travel agent found
plane ticket deals for 1/3 of what we had paid in the past; on June 11 we started rehearsals with only 6
dancers...(and only $126 from our recital fundraisers). By June 13th we had earned $1700 in our rummage sale, on
June 15 we had another dancer/teacher on board AND a pastor who volunteered to come lead our spiritual
preparation time; by June 17 we had ANOTHER dancer, had purchased plane tickets and were able to add on
tickets for the newcomers without the prices going up! June 18 our dances were coming together with 8 strong
dancers and many of you were donating , so our funds were up to $5000! In Peru, Rino had miraculously been able
to set a schedule for over 20 different performances in a matter of a week! June 20 saw a couple more fundraisers
and we were halfway there financially ($9,000).

Meanwhile, in the classroom we were facing challenges physically, mentally and spiritually and God was working
in our hearts...ultimately preparing one of us to be ready for the most important decision of her life (which was to
come a week or so later)... and we pushed forward. Finally, on Wed, June 24 at 3 pm (in a mere 17 days) we were
not only packed to go (with all props and costumes) but were prepared mentally, physically and spiritually. Not
only that, we had a strong team in place with 8 dancers, including 3 teachers, two other adults to travel with us, our
entire music team...including our Proclaim leaders who would be flying to Lima from CA to meet us, and all details
in place in Peru ready for us...oh, and by the way, did I mention the $18,000 we needed to cover us all for this trip?
“So”, you say, “thanks for the build up...but what happened IN Peru?”
I wanted to tell you all about the process to remind you (and myself) of God's
faithfulness and that He can be trusted in every area of our lives. He is always
in control. I needed to remember that when He calls us to do something, we just
need to say Yes and He will accomplish it in His timing...and we can trust Him.
All of the things He did IN Peru only came about because He is faithful and
because I (hesitantly) said yes...and not necessarily because I wanted to OR had
anything special in me He couldn't do without...He would have accomplished it
with someone else if I had said no...but in the "process" I learned even more
about Who He is. So, no matter what He did IN Peru...He did even more in me
and in the lives of the 17 of us who learned to trust Him EVERY day: before we
left, as we prepared, while we were there and even now that we are back!

And YES! He also did some amazing things in Peru!
We saw an estimated 75 people accept Him as their Savior, hundreds of children who confessed with their lips that
Jesus is Lord out loud and thousands who heard the message of the gospel clearly presented. We were able to have
more personal interactions with several people, especially in our street outreaches and workshops. And this year,
we got to watch God in the process of transformation!

Standing to accept Jesus as their Savior and Lord!

1. We were able to be on the journey with Guillermo (who we met in the street) as he struggled to grasp the concept
of grace in our first conversations with him. We watched as he came to more of our performances (he was our
groupie), still asking questions, afraid to surrender his life because he felt he wasn't "good" enough. And we got to
be there the night he finally surrendered his life to the Lord and see the joy on his face! After that, we watched as he
attended church with us, soaking in the message as he frantically scribbled notes! We watched as he continued
come to our performances and began to help and serve us in whatever way he could. In a few short days, he
transformed from a skeptical observer to a believer who was already connecting with and serving in the Body of
Christ.

Guillermo (with red backpack) “before” Jesus

Guillermo- a new creation in Christ Jesus

2. We were able to see 16 year old Natalia come to an understanding of the gospel through our dance workshops
and, when presented with the opportunity to accept Christ on the last workshop day, she did so...and was so joyful,
her heart was "burning" (her words)! And then, several days later, we experienced her joy as she danced with us in
front of all of her peers to wild applause, worshipping her Savior for the first time!

Dance Workshops

Natalia(Center back) dancing with us!

Sharing the gospel in workshops

3. We watched our own sweet Anna (one of our SDS dancers) transform completely in 3 weeks. She came to the
first practice as one who was struggling with insecurity in her dance ability and who had to work harder than all the
other girls who already knew most of the dances. She was a young person who was still standing on the faith of her
parents, but had never really surrendered her life. Over the 2 weeks of preparation and first 10 days in Peru there
were obstacles for her at every turn: learning 8 new dances in 7 days, physical exhaustion, getting homesick,
getting literally sick with the stomach bug, struggling to talk in front of people, having to share with strangers on
the street, conflicts with some of her peers and the list goes on. But with every obstacle there was the Holy Spirit
working in her life. She began to turn to the Word in her struggles and God began to speak and she sought Godly
advice from those of us who were older and made the effort to apply it.
She pushed forward with everything she was asked to do, even when it was scary and
hard...and she kept turning to Gods Word. She asked for forgiveness and forgave others
and, during this entire process, something amazing happened...on our last day of dance
workshops with the students she heard and understood the gospel of salvation and said yes
to turning her life completely over to Jesus. Her faith became her own in an instant and
Jesus came in and took over! It was evident in the way she danced, the way she shared
with others and even in her countenance in the days that followed...she was truly a "new
creation".
There is so much more to share, I hope you will all be able to come out to SCC on
August 16 at 5:00 pm as we share about the amazing, transforming power of the gospel
and the way our all-powerful, trustworthy God can use ANY of us when we say yes to Him. He has used all of you
as well, to speak into our lives by your prayers and support...you are part of the amazing work He is doing and we
cannot thank you all enough. Thank you for allowing me to share with you the things He is doing in my life and in
Peru...I pray for opportunities to hear what He is doing in each of you as well and how we can be a support to any
of you!
“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and HE will do it." 1
Thessalonians 5:23-24
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Street Outreach

Telling them about Jesus!

Praying for strangers

We can talk about Jesus in schools!

Our awesome musicians!

